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her to employ her troops where she is most pressed; for
they have engaged to garrison the towns of Flanders,
which, since they cannot be evacuated, is in effect an offer
of auxiliary troops; since, if those forces had been added
to the Austrian army, an equal number of Austrians must
have been subducted to garrison the frontier.

It is, therefore, without reason, that narrow-minded cen-
surers charge us with becoming the slaves of the Dutch,
with fighting their battles and defending their barrier,
while they pursue their commerce in tranquillity, enjoy
peace at the expense of British blood, and grow rich by
the profusion of British treasure. It appears, that they
concur in the preservation of themselves and of Europe,
though with delays and caution ; since, though they do not
send forces into the field, they supply the place of those
which are sent, and enable others to destroy those whom
they are not yet persuaded to attack themselves.

The constitution of that republick is, indeed, such as
makes its alliance not valuable, on sudden emergencies, in
proportion to its wealth and power. The determinations
of large assemblies are always slow; because there are
many opinions to be examined, many proposals to be ba-
lanced, and many objections to be answered. But with
much more difficulty must any important resolution be
formed* where it must be the joint act of the whole assem-
bly, where every individual has a negative voice, and una-
nimity alone can make a decision obligatory. Wherever
this is the form of government, the state lies at the mercy
of every man who has a vote in its councils; and the cor-
ruption or folly or obstinacy of one may retard or defeat
the most important designs, lay his country open to the
inroads of an enemy, dissolve the most solemn alliances*
and involve a nation in misery.

This, my lords, I need not observe to be the Dutch con-
stitution, nor peed I tell this assembly, that we are not
always to judge of the general inclination of that people
by the procedure of their deputies, since particular men
may be influenced by private views, or corrupted by secret
promises or bribes; and those designs may be retarded by